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April 28, 2016 
 
Kiowa, CO – On Wednesday, April 27, 2016 The Board of County Commissioners (BOCC) 
approved the adoption of the August 2015 International Code Council valuation data 
for the pricing of building permits. The new fees go into effect on May 15, 2016. The 
valuation data had not been updated in Elbert County since 2006.   
 
Building permits are calculated based on square foot values – the 2005 value for a 
single family residence was $85.51 per square foot; the 2015 value is $111.53 a square 
foot, still substantially lower than the average cost per square foot to build.  The new 
schedule will also affect outbuildings and utility structures but it has broken them out 
into “shell-only” and “finished” categories with the shell-only being considerably lower 
priced than finished. This new schedule will increase permit fees an average of 18.3%.  
Nearly all over the counter (OTC) permits, including re-roof, HVAC and first extensions 
for existing permits remain unchanged; the only OTC permit to change is the permit for 
an in-ground swimming pool; it is no longer an over-the-counter permit. 
 
For applicants wishing to submit building permit applications before pricing changes, 
Community and Development Services will remain open extended hours to citizens for 
building application submissions until 7:00 PM, Monday through Thursday from May 2nd 
through May 12th. Building permits are valid for one year after the date-of-issue so even 
if an applicant is not yet prepared to build, a permit may still be issued for a planned 
structure. 
 
Fee updates and reviewing of fees should occur with regularity to ensure fees 
accurately reflect the county’s cost of operations.  When the cost of processing an 
application for building or land use exceeds the revenue generated by the application 
fees, then the burden to offset that excess cost is passed on to the general tax payer.   
 
The BOCC also approved an amendment to the Elbert County Zoning Regulations, Part 
I, Section 8: Fees.  The primary changes to this section were: To formalize the refund 
process; To clearly allow the county to pass on direct costs associated with land use 
applications to the specific applicant; and to allow county staff to discard dormant 
and abandoned applications. 
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For more information please contact Elbert County Community and Development 
Services at: 303.621.3136 or email faith.mehrer@elbertcounty-co.gov or 
kyle.fenner@elbertcounty-co.gov. 

ABOUT ELBERT COUNTY  

Elbert County encompasses 1,854 square miles and has a population of approximately 
24,000. Elbert County is nestled on the east side of Denver and Colorado Springs. While 
remaining rural on the eastern side, the western side is becoming more urban. Most of 
population commutes to the metro area to work. The towns of Elizabeth, Kiowa and 
Simla are incorporated; the smaller towns of Agate, Elbert and Matheson remain 
unincorporated.  
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